
“Our mission is to be the helping hands of God, reaching out to all people with the love of Christ.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor . . . 

 

 

  
failure to have the perfect tree, or the perfect gifts, 

or the perfect dinner prepared, will not stop 

Christmas from coming.  Advent prepares us to 

receive the gift of Christ.  Christmas reminds us 

that the gift of Emmanuel, God with us, is better 

than anything else we can possibly imagine.   

     It is my prayer for you this Christmas that you 

slow down, quiet your spirit and spend time with 

God.  Our presence with God, our time spent 

surrounded by God’s peace and love, will offer us a 

gift of great worth. 

     As we light the candles of the Advent wreath 

each week, the candles remind us that Advent is a 

time to wait, to watch, to prepare and to praise.  

Finally, on Christmas Eve we light the candle to 

proclaim the arrival of Jesus - the Light of the 

World. 

     May you embrace the joy of the season and 

receive the gift of God’s love given to us through 

Jesus.  God with us - what more could we possible 

want? 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Marti 

 

     Every year I say on Christmas Day, next year I 

will prepare early for Christmas so I don’t feel so 

rushed.  Every year I fail miserably and Christmas 

sneaks up on me again.  As we are entering our 

season of Advent which is a penitential season, 

just as Lent, we are called to fast, to pray, and to 

perform good works to prepare ourselves for the 

great celebration of Christmas.  However, I think 

we get caught up in the season and spend our 

time not on these things but on all the ‘stuff’ that 

needs to get done.  As Leslie Jane and I were 

preparing for the December 1 service “The 

Hanging of the Greens”, we were searching for a 

cartoon for the announcement slides for worship 

to express a lighter side of all the preparations for 

Christmas.  We found many cartoons but this one, 

provided here, spoke to me.     

     I saw this and realized that I need to slow 

down, quiet my mind and my spirit in preparation 

for the celebration of the coming of the Son.  Just 

as “The Grinch that stole Christmas’ discovered,  

2019 
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Eye of a Needle 
  

Next year, the new Grand Egyptian Museum will 

open its doors.  Located about a mile from Egypt’s 

Great Pyramid, the museum will house the largest 

archeological collection in the world.  The exhibits 

will be made up of coins, fabrics, papyrus, jewelry, 

pottery, furniture, statues, mummies, coffins, etc..  

The museum will also display the contents of the 

famed Tutankhamen (aka “King Tut”) tomb that was 

discovered and opened in 1923. 

  

The contents of King Tut’s tomb are valued at 

upwards of 10 billion in today’s dollars.  Included in 

the collection is the highly-recognizable death mask 

weighing over 20 pounds and made of solid gold.  

The items were originally put in the tomb so they 

would be available to Tut in the afterlife, as was the 

thinking of the day.  However, when the tomb was 

opened over 3000 years later, the old adage was 

proven: “You can’t take it with you.” 

  

King Tut lived 1300 years prior to the birth of Jesus 

of Nazareth.  Therefore, he would not have known 

of the quote Jesus later made about wealth.  The 

quote is found in three places in the New 

Testament—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—and reads, 

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 

kingdom of God." (Matthew 19:24, NIV).   

  

The camel and needle certainly conjure up an 

amusing visual.  I’ve ridden camels several times 

(near the Great Pyramid, in fact) and can say that 

even if the needle were the camel’s size, the camel 

is by no means agile enough to work its way 

through it!  It’s interesting to note that some 

modern Biblical scholars think the word “camel” 

may have been a mistranslation and should 

actually have been the word “rope.”  Sure makes 

sense ... 

  

  

Either way, Jesus’s analogy makes the point that it 

is not earthly riches but rather spiritual virtues that 

will get one to heaven.  During this season of giving 

and thanksgiving, we have the opportunity to 

exercise our spiritual virtues.  Doing so will not only 

bring joy to those around us, but will honor the birth 

of Jesus Christ, the King of Kings!  Enjoy the 

season. 

 

Liz Rothrock 

Christmas Gifts 
 

Christmas is the time of year I most look forward 

to. 

It celebrates Christ's birthday, a gift to me - and 

you. 

Throughout the year, we celebrate each individual 

birth,  

And selfishly remember, that day we came to 

earth. 

 

But Christmas is, for all of us, a very special day! 

Another day to celebrate, but in a different way. 

We celebrate by giving gifts, to everyone we love, 

In remembrances of the precious gift God sent us 

from above. 

 

And we should also give a gift, to someone who's 

in need. 

And on it put a gift tag, which hopefully they read. 

Telling them of GOD's love, 

Which all are a receiver of, 

And the gift that GOD sent our way? 

JESUS CHRIST, and His birthday. 

 

Hazel Ashby Shell 

December 2015 
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United Methodist Women 
  
  

SAVE THE DATE!  It’s our annual Christmas 

Luncheon, scheduled for Saturday,  

December 7th at 11:00 AM.  

  

This year’s Mission Outreach will be the 

collection of hats, gloves, socks, sweaters (prefer 

sizes 4 – 6), etc. that will be given to the Falls 

Church/McLean Children’s Center. 
  
 

 

Decorating the Crismon 

Tree 

SHARE GIVING FOR THE CHRISTMAS 

SEASON 
 

The Essentials Drive for SHARE – our local food 

bank is in serious need of non-food items such as 

paper goods and diapers. The Essentials Drive this 

year is going to focus on collecting these items. 

You may bring your donations of toilet paper, baby 

wipes, and disposable diapers to the church each 

Sunday in December, on Christmas Eve, or to the 

church office during the week. Items will be taken 

to SHARE for distribution to our neighbors in need. 
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 The Consumer Product Safety Commission 

removed spun glass angel-hair from the US 

market decades ago.  I wonder what NIH and the 

CDC would say about placing a new-born in a 

feed trough.  In parts of this world, of course, 

people aren’t as obsessed with hygiene and 

sanitation, and quite a few babies survive the 

experience.  We sing a lot about the infant Jesus 

being sweet, mild, loving, patient, holy.  He must 

also have been tough as nails.  So, for that matter, 

must Mary and Joseph.  They were hardly more 

than kids themselves.  Would you want your 

children or grandchildren to go through that whole 

mid-Winter ordeal?  Yet where would we be, if 

somebody had insisted on Tradition? 

  

“Behold:  I make all things new.”  Thank God.     

   

Vicki Herrmann 

Tradition 
  
O Holy Night, the LEDs are brightly shining … 

  

Some years ago, spurred by the humbling 

experience of failing a Christmas quiz, the late 

Disciples class spent its Sunday hour wrestling 

with a definition of Tradition.  Consensus 

concluded the following:  “Tradition is how we did 

things when I was a kid.”  A few members of the 

class remembered asking their parents how things 

had been done, ages past.  Often enough, there 

were changes.  Culture and economics affect daily 

life.  Despite our best intentions – sometimes 

because of them – circumstances for our children 

don’t match up to the standards we try to carry 

forward.  Who particularly wants to return to 

stuffing an orange into the toe of a Christmas 

stocking?  Yet that orange represented the only 

piece of citrus available most Winter months, due 

to agricultural practices, harvest and 

transportation difficulties and sheer cost.  A 

Christmas orange was a treat.  You couldn’t just 

walk out to the kitchen and take one from the fruit 

bowl … 

  

Some folks heroically continue to fasten little wax 

candles to their Tree.  Some folks even light those 

candles, although it’s a challenge to get the last 

ones lit before the first have melted down to the 

point where they’ve become a fire hazard.  Once 

(not in living memory) those candles were the only 

source of illumination – even warmth – on a cold 

Winter night, and the magic of a candle-lit Tree 

offset the occasional consequence of house fires.  

Now we’re warned about electrical shorts, and 

LED lights are preferred because they burn cool.  

Artificial and natural Trees are treated to be fire-

retardant.  We still manage to burn a house down 

over Christmas, from time to time.  It’s Tradition. 

  

There wouldn’t have been a lot of light in the 

stable:  maybe an open lantern.  Think of all that 

loose straw.  That’s all right.  Childbirth isn’t pretty;  

and to this day it’s done mostly by feel.  

Apparently everything went OK.  Nobody thought 

to ask Joseph.  I’ll bet he would have preferred a 

more traditional setting … 

  

Speaking of Tradition … 

A Card Tree has been available to you in the 

Narthex for quite a few years.  With the steady rise 

in the cost of postage – not to mention greeting 

cards – you have more incentive than ever to seize 

this opportunity!  Salute your entire church family, 

with a single sample of your 2019 Christmas card.  

And don’t neglect the chance to review what 

everybody else is sending!  Tree and pins will be on 

an easel in the Narthex or cloak-room from 1 

December through Twelfth Night aka Epiphany aka 

6 January 2020.  Happy Holy Days! 

VRH 

 



 

 

 

 

Church Financial Report 
Leslie Jane Fahrney, Treasurer 

 
Below are the total income and expenses for 

January thru October 2019, compared to an 

average of the previous three years for the 

same period.  For more information, please 

see Leslie Jane. 

         

  Jan - Oct 2019              Average 2016-2018 

Total Income   

      $165,571.81 $154,164.51 

Total Expense  

       $202,165.94 $148,837.55 

Net Income     

      $ (36,594.13)   $  5,326.96 

Percentage Apportionments Paid 

            25.5% 

Current Outstanding Line of Credit 
         $19,707.23 

5 

 

 

UMCOR 
 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

responds to disasters in the United States and 

around the world by working with communities 

and local partners. When a disaster overwhelms a 

community’s ability to recover on its own, UMCOR 

provides essential relief supplies and supports 

long-term rebuilding efforts. While UMCOR is not 

a first-response organization, it stands ready to 

accompany communities in need over the long 

haul of their recovery until a “new normal” is 

established after a crisis. “Early in and last out” is 

a guiding principle of UMCOR. 

 

Throughout this year, Charles Wesley has been 

very generous, giving a total of $2,345.00 to 

UMCOR. 

Our last half-year Hunger focus:   

Heifer International 
  
December is roll-over time, during the third-hymn 

‘hunger’ collection on the fourth Sunday of each 

month, from focus on the Society of St. Andrew 

(SoSA) to Heifer International.  You’ve heard the 

wisdom that says (in various forms), “Give a man 

a fish, and you feed him a single meal.  Teach him 

to fish, and you feed him for life.”  Without 

belittling SoSA’s excellent work in conveying 

surplus food to hungry households, now we 

concentrate on the organisation that teaches 

people to fish! 

  

For eight decades, Heifer International has been 

providing procreative livestock – and lessons in 

husbandry – to needy folk around the world.  The 

animals and the lessons are free.  Heifer’s sole 

condition requires new owners to pass along the 

first-born of their livestock to another family in 

need.  Talk of a gift that keeps on giving!  This is 

the work we’ll support through our final half-year.  

Let’s aim to finance a young female cow – a true 

heifer:  price $500 – in six months of extra-mile 

giving.  Watch this space for updates! 

  

Vicki Herrmann, Mission & Justice Team 
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CHRISTMAS 

POINSETTIAS  

 
 

You can place a dedicated poinsettia plant in the church for our Christmas Eve 

worship service by filling out the form below. 
 

Return it to the church office with your payment no later than December 15th.  In order to avoid 

confusion, please use a separate form for each plant if you want more than one.  Cost for each plant is 
$10 - please make your check out to CWUMC and mark ‘poinsettia’ on the memo line.  Extra forms can 

be found in the Church Office. 
 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Red       or  White  (please circle one.) 
 

In (honor) or (memory) of:  circle one 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

In the bulletin, please list me/us as:  

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone number (for contact information)  

 
 

_____________________________________ 

 
 

Please plan to pick up your poinsettia(s) after the 5:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service on Monday, December 24th 

 



Sunday Volunteers - Thank you! 
 

Sunday Greeter Schedule 
Janet Davenport, Contact  
 

Dec 1  Dave & Tylee Smith 

Dec 8 Bob & Elaine Schneider 

Dec 15 Sylvia Fenton 

Dec 22 Sharon Pedersen 

Dec 29 Sheila Beard 
 

Sunday Usher Schedule 
Bob Schneider, Contact 
 

Dec1  Sharon Pedersen, Leslie Fahrney 

Dec 8 Soon Young Carroll, Mary Lucius 

Dec 15 Bill Powell, Bob Schneider 

Dec 22 Soon Young Carroll, Leslie Fahrney 

Dec 29 Bob Schneider, Leslie Fahrney 

 

Sunday Reader Schedule 
Leslie Jane Fahrney, Contact 

 

Dec 1  Vicki Herrmann 

Dec 8 Tylee Smith 

Dec 15 Jennifer Baker 

Dec 22 Elaine Schneider 

Dec 29 Leslie Jane Fahrney 
 

Sunday Fellowship Reception Schedule 
See Bulletin Board for Sign-ups (needed!) 

 

Dec 1  Vicki Herrmann 

Dec 8 Mary Brown 

Dec 15 Dale & Jann Thompson 

Dec 22 Nelson/Davenport Family 

Dec 29 

 

Monthly Building Steward 
Dave Smith, Contact 
 

December      Dave Smith 

 

Altar Guild 
Vicki Herrmann, Contact 

 

December Jennifer Baker  

 

If you need to change your volunteer date, please 

arrange it with another volunteer and let the church 

office know right away.   

 

Happy DECEMBER Birthday! 

 

11th: Thelma Brown 

27th Ricky Spann 

 
 

 

We want to celebrate YOU by posting your 

birthday in our monthly newsletter.  Please let 

the office know your date of birth so we can 

update our membership database. Not to 

worry - only the date will be posted, not the 

year.  Thank you!   
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CHURC CLEANUP DAY 
 

Sign-ups for flowers and for receptions are 

needed for upcoming months.  Please 

consider filling in the sign-up sheets on the 

bulletin board by the coat racks.  

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

 

Advent Word Search 

Angels, Animals, Baby, Christ, God, Gold, Jesus, Joy, Love, 
Mary, Myrrh, Shepherd, Wise men 



Sunday 
1 
 

Monday 
2 

 

Tuesday 
3 

Wednesday 
4 

Thursday 
5 
 

Friday 
6 

Saturday 
7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 
 

26 27  28 

29 30 31  
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

9:00 am Sandwich Making  
9:15 am Advent Study 
10:30 am Worship  
11:30 am Reception 
4:00 pm Junior GS 
 
 
 
 

 
 
9:00 am Sunday School  
10:30 am Worship  
11:30 am Reception 
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 
 

 
10:00 am  AA Group 
  Disciples’ Room 
 

 
9:00 am Advent Study 
10:30 am Worship  
11:30 am Reception 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- 
6:45 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts/    
   Eagle Ceremony 
   Fellowship Hall  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
7:45 am UMM Breakfast 
9:00 am Advent Study 
10:30 am Worship   
11:30 am Reception  
1:30 pm Daisy GS 
4:00 pm Den 6 
 
 
 

  
Please remember to let the office know of any meetings or events you wish to  

schedule/announce on the church calendar! 

Thank you. 

6:45 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

JANUARY 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 
 
 

 
  
11:00 AM UMW  
   Luncheon  
7:00 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room  
 

 
7:00 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

7:00 pm AA Group 
    Disciples’ Room 

 
6:45 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

10:00 am Toys for Tots  
   Cast Party 
7:00 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
5:00 pm Christmas Eve  
   Service 
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5:30 pm  Den 2 

10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
   Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Office Closed Office Closed Office Closed 

 
9:00 am Advent Study 
10:30 am Worship   
11:30 am Reception  
3:00 pm Crew 
 
 
 

7:00 pm  Den 5 

 
10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

10:00 am  AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
   Fellowship Hall  
 
 
 

 
- 
6:45 pm AA Group 
   Disciples’ Room 
 

11:00 am  NVCCC Holiday  
   Concert 
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Inclement Weather Policy  
 

There will be an announcement ONLY IF 

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED, due 

to hazardous weather conditions.   To find out 

if Sunday School and Sunday Worship are 

cancelled, please refer to the website:  

www.TheHungerChurch.org  

or call the office voice mail for info:   

703-356-6336.   

 

For cancellation of activities during the week 

due to weather, the leaders of Missionettes, 

UMM, UMW, etc. will contact their members 

directly. 
 

http://www.thehungerchurch.org/


 
NOTICE:  All newsletters are emailed AND can found on our website at 

www.TheHungerChurch.org 

 

If you wish to continue to receive a hard copy in the mail, you must let the church office 

know.  Call 703-356-6336 or email us at charleswesleyumc@verizon.net 
 

 

  

  

        
6817 Dean Dr., McLean, VA 22101-5442 

 
Ph: 703-356-6336 

Fax: 703-356-9553 

charleswesleyumc@verizon.net 

TheHungerChurch.org 

facebook.com/TheHungerChurch  

 

 

Office hours:  

M-F: 8:00 am - noon 

 

 
Staff: 

Pastor:  Marti Ringenbach 

Administrative Assistant:  Leslie Jane Fahrney 

Organist:  Mary Brown 

 

TO: 

 

Stay Informed at The Hunger Church! 
 

Email: 

Sign up on our Listserv page at: TheHungerChurch.org/connect to receive information regarding 

church events!  It’s easy and it’s free. 

 

Podcasts & Publications: 

You can listen to today's sermon and others, as well as most of our special music, at 

TheHungerChurch.org/podcasts. Also on this site are our Sunday Bulletins, as well as the 

monthly Newsletter.  We encourage you to share those especially meaningful to you with friends 

and family. 

 

Guest WiFi: 

FIOS-3LPZW-Guest 

PW:  CWUMC2017 
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